
Society news and views  

 

L 
ast year we were competing with the likes of Alice 
Cooper, this year it was the protesters in 
Bangkok,  extreme weather conditions in Italy and 

Australian rugby players! Still, we ploughed on, called in 
the reserves and managed to have a fantastic 2 days! 
 

The 4th annual 
meeting took place at 
the Hilton Hotel in 
Cardif f .  DCPDS 
members came from 
near and far and it 
was a great chance 
to see old friends 
and make new ones. 
We were very pleased to have Dr Peter Mayne 
(pictured above) with us this year, all the way from New 
South Wales, Australia.  

 

We kicked off  on 
Friday with the 
annual DPD tutor 
meeting which 
was very well 
attended by new 
and veteran 
tutors. The session included group work, a presentation 
from Helen Pugsley, and an interesting discussion 
about the new marking criteria. 
 

Dr Andrew Birnie, 
Surgical Fellow, was 
the first speaker of the 
main session, called in 
to replace Prof 
Menzies who was 
stranded in Bangkok 
airport.  
 

This talk on óRevisiting 
the Diagnosis of 
Melanomaô was followed by Dr Dafydd Roberts who 
spoke on óPublic Health Issues in Melanoma 
Management.ô  One delegate said these talks ñworked 
out extremely wellò as they ñadded to the interest and 
detracted from information overloading, to hear two 
quite different perspectives on the same topic.ò 
 

Dr Roberts is one of the architects of the NICE surgical 
guidelines on excisions of skin cancers by GPs. It was 
an interesting, if not controversial, presentation on this 
subject. There was significant interest from the 

audience, particularly 
among GPs who are 
actively involved in 
excising skin cancer 
lesions in their 
practice. These GPs 
were motivated into 
action and requested 
a specific discussion 
forum on the DCPDS website to discuss issues related 
to NICE and to share data may which provide evidence 
that well-trained GPs are capable of managing skin 
cancers appropriately contrary to the NICE findings. 
 

Once again the surgery 
session with Dr Vindy 
Ghura and Dr Andrew 
Morris was well received 
and even those who do 
not do surgery themselves 
said that it was informative 
and useful. Dr Bill Scriven 
(DCPDS member from 
North Wales) said the 
session was ñabsolutely 
superb. One of the best 
teaching sessions I have ever attended. I cannot say 
enough except I wish I had not missed past sessions!ò 

Dr Ghura followed the live surgery session with a talk 
on óSurgical Complicationsô (in place of Prof Menziesô 
Melanoma Management talk), which was a fitting end to 
the day. 
 

A rather exciting aspect of the 
2008 meeting was the 
introduction of the MediaSite 
technology. Nan Zhang, the 
new Learning Technologist 
(see pg 4) f ilmed the 
presentations in the main 
meeting room using this 
hardware and now the lectures 
are available to watch on 
the DCPDS website. 
This is a great addition to 
the DCPDS educational 
programme as not only 
does it give delegates at 
the meeting a chance to 
relive their experience, 
but it also means that 
members who are not 
able to attend can still have a great learning 
experience. 

Continued on page 2. 

Nothingôs gonna stop us now! 

Simon Jennison, Ben Kay, Peter Mayne 

Dr Andrew Birnie, pre-dinner 

DPD tutors deep in thought 

More than just a pretty box 

Dr Dafydd Roberts, very NICE 

Dr Vindy Ghura, excellent as ever 

Heather Wiilliams and David Taylor  


