
Croeso i Gymru Professor Vincent Piguet 
 

In August 2010 we welcomed Professor Vincent Piguet to the post of Head 
of Department of Dermatology & Wound Healing, replacing Professor 
Andrew Finlay who retired last year.  

 

Vincent Piguet obtained his medical degree from the University of Geneva 
and trained as a research associate in virology at the Salk institute for 
biological studies in San Diego in the US. Upon his return to Switzerland, he 
obtained an MD and PhD in biology (virology) from the University of 
Geneva. He then joined the Department of Dermatology and Venereology in 
Geneva for clinical training, and  obtained his board certification in 
Dermatology and Venerology (FMH Dermatology and Venereology). He was 
a faculty member of the Medical School of the University of Geneva and a 
clinical consultant at the Dermatology Department of the University 
Hospital of Geneva from 2003-2010.  

Continued on page 2  

vǳŜŜƴΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ IƻƴƻǳǊ ŦƻǊ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ !ƴŘǊŜǿ ¸ Cƛƴƭŀȅ 
 

Lƴ WǳƴŜΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǳƳƴƛ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ IƻƴƻǳǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
outstanding contribution to all areas of society. Our former departmental head, Professor Andrew Finlay, 
was honoured with a CBE for services to medicine.   
 

As you all know, Prof Finlay has led pioneering research into the 
development and validation of questionnaires to measure the severe impact 
ǘƘŀǘ ǎƪƛƴ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ 
in standard use across the world in up to 70 languages.  
 

He also created the Diploma in Practical Dermatology course, which has 
been completed by over 3000 GPs from across the world since 1989. 
Professor Finlay was President of the British Association of Dermatologists 
and was awarded the Herman Musaph Medal in 2007 for his contribution to 
psychodermatology in Europe.  
 

 Since his retirement last year, Professor Finlay has continued to supervise 
quality of life research at the School of Medicine.  
 

{ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŘΣ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ Cƛƴƭŀȅ ǎŀƛŘ άLǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ŀ /.9Φ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ 
that the achievements of the Cardiff Dermatology Department should be recognised in this way.  The success 
of our quality of life research work and of our international teaching programmes has only been possible 
because of the outstanding team of dermatologists, nurses, researchers and administrators in the 
Dermatology Department.  I have been very fortunate to have worked with this world-class clinical, research 
ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳΦέ 
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Croeso i Gymru Professor Vincent Piguet continued.  
 
His laboratory there, with a joint affiliation in the Department of Dermatology and the Department of 
Microbiology and Molecular Medicine, focused on pathogens mucosal transmission (HIV), dendritic cells 
and other aspects related to skin immunology. He also has active research programs in the field of 
melanoma, cutaneous lymphoma and intradermal vaccination, funded by national and international 
agencies. 
 

He has authored over 60 publications in the fields of dermatology, dendritic cells, HIV, gene therapy, 
immunology, vaccination, including publications in Cell, Nature Cell Biology, Nature Medicine, The Lancet, 
the Journal of Experimental Medicine and the Journal of Investigative Dermatology.   
 

tǊƻŦ tƛƎǳŜǘΩǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ 
reputation. He is currently president of the European Society for Dermatology Research (ESDR), the largest 
investigative dermatology society in Europe, an honour formerly held by another of our department heads 
- Professor Ronnie Marks. He is also on the Editorial Board of several journals, including the Journal of 
Investigative Dermatology, the leading journal in the dermatology field.  
 

Prof Piguet was drawn to Wales, and specifically Cardiff, not just because of the reputation of the diploma 
courses but also because the Department of Dermatology & Wound Healing at Cardiff University is almost 
unique among departments in that it has all the elements required to be successful - an excellent 
educational reputation, access to an outstanding clinical team and world-class research facilities all 
supported by a dedicated team of administrators and technologists. Prof Piguet plans to build on these 
strengths to make sure we continue to stay ahead of the competition.  
 

Educationally, Prof Piguet would like to continue with the success of the programmes offered by the 
department, but is also looking to expand into other areas of interest such as lasers and cosmetic 
dermatology. Clinically, the dermatology section literally sits on top of a very strong clinical team (ground 
to second floor in Glamorgan House where we are based is NHS Dermatology and the third floor is Cardiff 
University Dermatology) with experts in surgery, occupational and contact dermatology. As for research, 
we are currently involved in clinical trials on biologics, melanoma and acne, to name but a few. With his 
strong immunology background, Prof Piguet has well developed plans to strengthen research. The 
department is lucky to have brand new laboratory space in the Henry Wellcome Building and Cancer 
Genetics Building at the University Hospital which is a major achievement as dermatology is not well 
represented in highly regarded research facilities such as these.  
 

On a personal level, Prof Piguet has been settling in well to the Welsh way of life, although driving on the 
left has been somewhat of a challenge. He says Wales is a hidden pearl in Europe and its landscapes could 
compete with the Swiss - ƘƛƎƘ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΗ ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ƘŜǊŜΗ 
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Dermoscopy Course Update 
 

We are currently accepting applications for the 
March and September 2011 12-Week 
Introduction to Dermoscopy online course.  
 

Places on the course are limited so please apply 
now to avoid disappointment. 
 

See website for details: www.dermatology.org.uk  

Newsletter/MIMS Update 
 

We are constantly looking for articles to include 
in this newsletter and on our page in MIMS 
Dermatology. If you have an interesting clinical 
case to share (no more than 600 words, 
preferably with a photo) and would like it 
published in either publication, please email 
williamsrm@cardiff.ac.uk  



Video Competition 
 

The Department of Dermatology is offering the chance for graduates 
ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇǊƛȊŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŦǊŜŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5/t5{Η 
Whether you are a budding Steven Spielberg or just like the idea of 
finally using the video setting on your camera, we want to hear from 
you! 
 

To be in with a chance of winning we are asking you to make a short 
video testimonial that shows, in whatever way you like, just how 
studying dermatology with us has benefitted you, and how it could 
benefit other potential students. Your video can be funny, 
documental, animated, a tour of your clinic/workplace, interview-
based, a monologue . . . the choice is yours ς in fact, the more individual and unique the better! We want 
it to show just how you have been affected by the course you studied. 
 

To enter: Upload your videos to our Facebook site (just search for Dermatology (Cardiff 
University)), email the file to dermpostgrad@cardiff.ac.uk, or post your file to the department at 
the address overleaf. 

Prizes include: Free membership to the DCPDS for one year worth £300 and half-price membership to the 
DCPDS for one year worth £150. More prizes to be announced. 

Closing Date:  The competition closes on 31 January 2011 and winners will be announced on our Facebook 
page and in Issue 10 of Skin Voice. 

Technical stuff: Files should be: in digital format, mp4 on CD, DVD or video DVD; at least 640x480;  

less than 1024 MB;  no longer than 60 seconds in length; in English or use English subtitles. 

 
Terms and Conditions 
Please read the terms and conditions carefully before you submit your entry. 
By entering this competition you agree that you have read and accepted the terms and conditions below. 
By accepting these Terms and Conditions, you warrant that all information submitted by you is true, current and complete. 
By accepting these Terms and Conditions you warrant that the information which you submit and/or distribute will not infringe the intellectual property, privacy 
or any other rights of any third party, and will not contain anything which is libellous, defamatory, obscene, indecent, harassing or threatening. 
.ȅ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜƴǘǊȅ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 5ŜǊƳŀǘƻƭƻƎȅΣ /ŀǊŘƛŦŦ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ όƘŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀrtmŜƴǘΩύ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ 
likenesses featured in the video, and the video itself, for use by the University. In consideration of the department agreeing to consider entrants to the 
Competition - by accepting these Terms and Conditions - each entrant assigns to the department the complete copyright and all other rights in any entry, which 
shall be for the full period of copyright. The department shall be free to assign such rights to third parties.  
All submissions will be considered for use on the department website and for posting on the departments Facebook page; by submitting an entry for the 
contest, you give permission for the film to be used for the purposes of promoting the department. 
The competition is open only to graduates of the Diploma in Practical Dermatology or Diploma in Clinical Dermatology (formally known as Diploma in 
Dermatological Sciences) courses. 
Entrants may submit up to 5 videos. 
If relevant, the department reserves the right, but not the obligation, to screen, filter and/or monitor information provided by you and to edit, refuse to 
distribute or remove it. 
The decision of the department to accept or reject an entry is final.  The judge's decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. Legal recourse is 
excluded. 
Videos cannot use trademarked or licensed products or music without proper 
(and documented) authorisation. 
Submissions must be received by the end of business on Monday 31 January 2011. 
Proof of sending is not proof of receipt. 
Entries submitted by post cannot be returned unless a stamped addressed envelope is included. 
Submissions will be judged by a panel of staff members from the Department of Dermatology at Cardiff University. 
Prize winners shall be notified 28 days after the competition deadline. 
Prizes are awarded at the discretion of the department, and no prizes will be awarded as a result of improper actions by or on behalf of any entrant. 
The department does not accept any responsibility for late or lost entries due to the Internet or postal services. 
The prize of free membership entitles the winner to a £300 discount on DCPDS membership for one academic year (1 August - 31 July). The prize must be 
redeemed by 1 August 2012. 
The prize of half price membership entitles the winner to a £150 discount on DCPDS membership for one academic year (1 August - 31 July). The prize must be 
redeemed by 1 August  2012 
One prize is awarded per submission; if a film is submitted by a group, the members of the group will share the prize. 
University staff may submit films but are not eligible for prizes. 
The department reserves the right to disqualify any entrant if it has reasonable grounds to believe the entrant has breached any of these terms and conditions. 
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!ƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƭƭȅΧ  

 

If you would like to share any news, articles or important dates, please 

send them to: 

Ruth Williams, Department of Dermatology, Cardiff University, 3rd Floor  

Glamorgan House, Heath Park, Cardiff, CF14 4XN (williamsrm@cf.ac.uk) 
 

Submissions for the next issue should reach the department no later than 

31 December 2010. 

Membership 2010-11 Update 
 
²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ нлмл-11 society year and the website 
discussion forums are buzzing with activity. For those of you who 
ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǳǇ ȅŜǘΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΧ 
 

The annual meeting is scheduled for Friday 19 and Saturday 20 
November 2010 at the Mercure Holland House Hotel in Cardiff.  
 

The Friday session will kick off with an introduction from our new 
Head of Department - Professor Vincent Piguet (see interview on 
page 1) and will then launch straight into three sessions on Eczema. 
CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƛǎŜ 5Ǌ !ƴŘǊŜǿ aƻǊǊƛǎ 
out of the operating theatre to lead the surgery session this year, 
with Dr Richard Motley in the surgery spotlight. Saturday breakout 
sessions include Dermoscopy with Prof Giuseppe Argenziano & Dr 
Iris Zalaudek, Bullous Disorders with Dr Ingrid Salvary and Dr 
Krishnan Bhagwandas, and Hair and Nails with Dr Andrew 
aŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ 5Ǌ 5ŀǾƛŘ ŘŜ .ŜǊƪŜǊΦ !ƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǎƭƻǘǎΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ н ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ 5Ǌ 
Simon Jarvis and Dr Martyn Chambers, for our Difficult/Interesting GP cases slot so please come along to 
show your support! For a copy of the programme, please email williamsrm@cardiff.ac.uk 
 

CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ όŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
relive the meeting afterwards!) the meeting will once again be 
recorded and available on the DCPDS site. 
 

²ŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǳǎǳŀƭ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ CǊƛŘŀȅ 
night (sponsored by Galderma) so please feel free to join us. 
¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ϻнл ǇŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ 
along friends, family and partners. 
 

²ŜΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ hƴƭƛƴŜ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ όс 
Expert Lectures and 2 Clinical Conversations) for the coming 
ȅŜŀǊ ōǳǘ ǊŜǎǘ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŜǾŜǊΗ /ƘŜŎƪ 
out the website for regular updates on this. !ƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΣ 
ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜŘ ǎƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 
there on the website waiting for you.  
 

To renew your membership for 2010-11, please return the enclosed form . 
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Gunther Hofbauer will be returning once 

again for sessions on Friday and Saturday 

Geppi Argenziano and Iris Zaluadek 


