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A Vision of the Future

magine Professor Argenziano
describing the dermoscopic
features of melanoma while
you sit at your computer sip-
ping tea in your pyjamas. Stretch
your imagination further and con-
jure the image of David De Berker
viewing photographs of a difficult
nail case that you have seen in
your practice and providing you
with the answers that you need to
successfully manage your patient.

This is our vision for the future of the
Dermatology CPD Society which has
now been active for the past two
years. Its main achievement has
been the successful staging of 2 up-
date meetings which brought to-
gether graduates from more than a
decade of postgraduate courses.

The society was conceived as a
body under which all graduates of
Cardi fféds di pl oma
tinue to learn, not only from national
and international experts, but also
from each other. A small number of
you have clearly accepted the latter
concept by joining the online com-
munity and contributing to the dis-
cussions and exchange of informa-
tion online.

However, in spite of these mile-
stones, we have never felt comfort-
able excluding people from becom-
ing members of the society and we
believe that we have come up with a
solution that will address this prob-
lem. As of August 2007 we intend to
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make membership of the society an
automatic right of all diploma holders
at no charge. This will continue to
give all members the right of free
access to the website, discussion
forums and learning materials avail-
able on the site. This immediately
expands the community from 300
members to almost 3,000 members.
We hope that this will result in a
more active and social learning envi-
ronment for all.

In addition to this we have planned a
number of educational events both
online and offline for which members
may register. Among these activities
we plan to schedule monthly live
online meetings delivered by interna-
tional experts. These meetings will
accommodate 100 attendees at a
time and will give members the op-
portunity to directly ask questions of
experts without having to leave their
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tunity which makes full use of avail-
able technology to provide high qual-
ity learning.

We also plan to invite experts on a
monthly basis to monitor the discus-
sion forums for 1 week. There ex-
perts will lead themed discussions
and answer questions on difficult
management issues within the con-
venient online environment. We an-
ticipate these monthly visits will be
very popular with members who
have always expressed the desire to
have more input from expert practi-
tioners.

We shall of course continue to have
our annual meeting and this year our
line up is no less than outstanding.
Old favourites such as Professor
Argenziano will return to keep us up
to date on dermoscopy and no event
would be complete without the in-

volvement of Dr. Tony Burns who
will no doubt continue to educate
and entertain with equal prowess.

For the very first time we will also be
having a society meeting in Hong
Kong where we shall try to achieve
the technological feat of demonstrat-
ing live surgery being carried out in
Cardiff by Dr. Andrew Morris. If we
succeed, no doubt this will be a
memorable event for all those at-
tending.

We are extremely excited about our
plans for 2007 which we see as
keeping Cardiff graduates at the cut-
ting edge of dermatology. We are
confident that the learning activities
planned will significantly contribute
to the professional development of
all the societybs

Dr Maria Gonzalez

Dates to remember:

3rd UK Annual Meeting
November 16th & 17th 2007
CIA, Cardiff, with optional
dinner at the Park Plaza
Hotel.

1st International Annual
Meeting

October 22nd 2007
Sheraton Hotel, Hong Kong

For details on how to join the
society, please turn to page
4,




What you thought...
A t hought t he
lent. The live links worked very well.
Very enjoyable and | look forward to

next year! o
Dr M Kitson, GP
Catterick, Garrison
AThe surgical opt

puts my own practice into perspective
in that | now know exactly what size
of lesion | shouldn't be attempting...
When you are out in general practice
working on your own it helps to see
other people doing things...

| am certainly going to try the method
of lipoma removal which was demon-
strated. For me the session was the

highlight of the
Anon
AfReal |y excell ent

their knowledge, opportunity for dis-
cussions, opportunity to mix and meet

coll eagues. 0
Dr John Sharvill, GP
Deal, Kent
ifGood fun, excell

company! Thanks! o
Dr Sarah Williams, GP & GPwSI
Horsham, West Sussex
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Meeting scholarship offer

The DCPDS is offering a scholar-
ship (covering the registration
fees) to attend the British Associa-
tion of Dermatologists (BAD) An-
nual Meeting in Birmingham in July
2007.

The scholarship is open to members
of the DCPDS. To apply, send your
CV with a short essay (up to 500
words) on how you think attending the
BAD conference will benefit you. The
closing date for entries is 1 May 2007.

Please note that applicants need to
be eligible to attend the meeting, and
a BAD member needs to approve an
application to attend.

Please send your application to:

Miss Sian Coxall,

Senior Postgraduate Courses Admin-
istrator,

Department of Dermatology,

Cardiff University,

3rd Floor, Glamorgan House,

Heath Park, Cardiff, UK
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n November 17" and
18™ 2006, 9 men and 4
women braved the
heavy Cardiff downpours
HQ, put,anconepand @ half days of

sustained dermatology education.
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Dr Tony Burns
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treated to a themed session of the
management of pigmented skin.
Dr. Tony Burns was brilliant in his
discourse on the manifold ways in
which ethnicity and even religion
can have an jmpact on the skin,
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that may confound the inexperi-
enced eye.

Dr. David Luk gave us an introduc-
tion to Chinese skin, highlighting
the entrenched use of traditional
Chinese medicine and the possible
complications associated with this
practice.

Dr David Luk

Dr. Cheryl Burgess provided the
North American perspective on the
management of post inflammatory
hyperpigmentation and acne and
the evening was brought to a cres-
cendo by the unique and entertain-
ing presentation of Dr. Celia Moss
who skilfully used video and sound
to demonstrate the social under-
standing of skin colour among a
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group of Birmingham teenagers. A
few attendees felt this segment
was not entirely relevant to their
own practice. However in an in-
creasingly multicultural society and
globalised world we make no
apologies for the emphasis placed
on this subject.

Dr Cheryl Burgess

On Saturday the parallel sessions
were as popular as they were in
2005. In the live surgical demon-
stration Dr. Andrew Morris provided
a superb demonstration of a simple
transposition flap while Dr. Vindy
Ghura contributed relevant com-
mentary from the auditorium. The
audience was treated to real life
examples of possible complications
when Dr. Morris accidentally sev-
ered a branch of the temporal ar-
tery just as he was warning us of
the importance of being careful in
this anatomical area. The gasps
from the audience were quickly re-
placed by laughter when Andrew
skilfully overcame this problem by
tying off the vessel. The audience
could not have asked for a better
learning opportunity than the one
provided by this unexpected event.

Dr Vindy Ghura

I ¢




The session ended with a memorable
surgical pearl in the form of a demon-
stration of a simple technique for re-
moving lipomas. For jobbing GPs this
was particularly instructive with many
reporting an intention to immediately
introduce this procedure into their
practice.

The audience were very happy to be there!

With such superlative feedback we
have already gone ahead and
booked both Dr. Morris and Dr.
Ghura for next
sion.

In separate sessions, Dr. Paul Wil-
liams and Dr. Natalie Stone provided
an excellent update on the approach
to the o6allergic
Argenziano and Dr lIris Zalaudek re-
mained favourites of the event deliv-
ering a comprehensive workshop on
Dermoscopy.

In the afternoon Professor Chris Grif-
fiths | ed the O0Di
introducing the audience to the use of
Biologics in Psoriasis. He delivered
an outstanding review on the subject.
Dr. Richard Logan provided intellec-
tual challenges with a series of inter-
esting cases including a striking an-
giosarcoma in an elderly gentleman.
Dr. Tony Burns equalled his first per-
formance with a thoroughly entertain-
ing discussion on parasitophobia.
This was a beautifully researched
and presented talk that provided im-

Prof. Chris Griffiths

portant information on the diagnosis
and management of this condition
while at the same time causing the
audience to repeatedly convulse with
laughter 7 a feat only achievable by
Dr. Burns.

Later in this session, Professor Ar-
genziano and Dr. Zalaudek provided
a series of taxing dermoscopy cases
to quiz the enthusiastic audience.
Perhaps the most interesting presen-
tation of this segment was delivered
by Dr. David De Berker whose exper-
tise in nails is internationally recog-
nised. Dr. De Berker consulted with a
patient via satellite link demonstrating
the key history taking and examina-
tion issues of relevance to this pa-
tient. He succeeded in generating a
lengthy and involved discussion with
the audience on the differential diag-
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tient. The success of this format will
encourage us to set up similar ses-
sions in future meetings.

Prof. Guiseppe Argenziano

Colleagues from as far as Australia,
Indonesia and the Middle East joined
us again this year and an earlier end
to the meeting resulted in the majority
of delegates staying to the very end.
The mood was buoyant and we all
left feeling that we had been part of
something special. Plans are already
af oot to ensure t
ing is no less satisfying.

Dr Maria Gonzalez

Delegates & sponsors enjoyed the interaction

Specialist Training
i née Der mato

February saw the release of
a new title
Training inébo
by Andrew Y. Finlay and Ma-
hbub Chowdhury
Training in
written for those doctors
starting their career in this
specialty (or in general inter-
nal medicine).

The text presents a succinct
account of the subject concen-
trating on diagnostic tech-
nigues, treatment and man-
agement. The aim is to provide
a 'bridge' between introductory
undergraduate texts and the
very large and expensive ma-
jor reference works. Wherever
possible evidence-based treat-
ment options are given and
referenced. A detailed list of
further reading is also pro-
vided.

This is very
book: all the authors have all
been involved either as train-
ees or trainers in the Specialist
Registrar training scheme in
Wales. Packed with practical
tips, the book includes over
130 illustrations, and covers
the key subjects from the UK
and European curricula for
dermatology training.

To order your copy direct from
the publishers, please log on
to
http://intl.elsevierhealth.com/
or visit any good book shop.

ISBN 0723433992
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