
Society news and views  

I 
n November 2007 we had our third Annual meet-
ing of the Dermatology Continuing Professional 
Development Society.  

 
By an unusual 
twist of events 
we shared our 
meeting venue 
with Alice Coo-
per and his 
band. On Friday 
we were jolted 
out of our post 
lunch lethargy 
by the exuber-
ant (just short of frenetic) drumming of this óvintageô 
group.  
 
On Saturday the pace was changed slightly when we 
were instead serenaded into post prandial slumber 
by no less than the Four Tops.  Amazingly these mu-
sical accompaniments did not disrupt the proceed-
ings. Those of you who did not attend clearly missed 
a very unique event! 
 
In addition to the musical enter-
tainment on hand we also had 
the benefit of the wisdom of a 
combined group of luminaries 
from all over the globe. Dr. 
Sean Lanigan ï the leading UK 
Consultant Dermatologist in the 
field of Lasers, gave a thorough 
and informative talk on the use 
of lasers in dermatology.  

 
Professor Brian Diffey fought 
past striking French transport 
workers to give a revealing 
presentation entitled óA Con-
temporary Strategy for Sun 
Exposureô. He questioned the 
evidence for the use of sun 
protection all year round when 
there were clear benefits of  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

sun exposure particularly in relation to Vitamin D me-
tabolism. It was a unique perspective which provided 
great food for thought.  
 
Dr Sheru George 
then gave a clini-
cally focused 
overview of pho-
totherapy and 
Professor John 
Hawk managed 
to grab the atten-
tion of the audi-
ence with a quiz 
on photodermatoses. 3 bright sparks among the au-
dience picked up prizes for their efforts.  
 
We were also extremely lucky to have among us, 
Professor Rolf Szeimies, President of the European 
Photodynamic Therapy (PDT) Society and interna-
tional photobiology expert. He provided a thorough 
overview of PDT, its mechanisms of action and its 
indications. 

 

The highlight of last yearôs meeting must be the din-
ner and dance. Yours truly and a group of hard core 
party people remained firmly committed to the dance 
floor activities. There were Soul Train lines and reg-
gae dances and unfulfilled requests to the DJ from an 
animated crowd. It was an exceptional, spontaneous 
night that will be difficult to surpass in future years. 
 

Cont. on page 2 

Good speakers, good friends  
é and Alice Cooper 

The exhibition was a great success this year with 15 
companies attending 

Prof Brian Diffey - arrived by any 
means necessary 

Dr Sean Lanigan will be returning 
to Cardiff for the 2008 meeting 



  

...Cont from page 1 
Saturday Sessions  
We all struggled into the meeting on Saturday morning 
eager for the daysô proceedings. Our glamorous dermo-
scopists, Professor Giuseppe Argenziano and Dr. Iris 
Zalaudek were easy on the eyes and stimulating to the 
brain.   

Vindy and Andrew (Dr. Ghura and Dr. Morris) have now 
become an official surgery couple at the meetings. 
Their chemistry is obvious!! The audience witnessed a  
live flap procedure and excision of an epidermoid cyst 
done with expert precision.  

 

In another room Dr. Humphrey Birley and Dr. Natalie 
Stone educated us on the clinical presentations and 
management of genital dermatoses. 
 
Difficult Cases  
The óDifficult Casesô ses-
sion was, as ever, a big 
favourite. Thought pro-
voking cases were pre-
sented by Dr. Chris 
Bower, Dr. Richard Logan 
(the Oracle) and Dr. Rich-
ard Goodwin. Professor 
Argenziano also provided 
a few challenging cases 
for consideration.  

 
 
The meeting ended on a high point with Dr. Tony Burns 
whose oratory skills always guarantee a memorable 
finish.  

Dr. Burns is cutting down on his teaching and speaking 
at meetings. For those of you who attended the meeting 
you witnessed a historic moment ï Dr. Burnsô last major 
presentation in Cardiff. Tony, thanks for all the effort 
and energy you have put into teaching, educating and 
entertaining us over the years. We will miss you!  
 
Whatôs on in 2008 
The programme has been largely planned for this yearôs 

meeting. Of note is the confirmed participation by Pro-

fessor Scott Menzies, a world renowned specialist in 

Malignant Melanoma from Australia. Prof Menzies is the 

Director of The Sydney Melanoma Diagnostic Centre at 

the University of Sydney. He is an author of many 

books and papers on the subject and we are truly privi-

leged to have him as a speaker at this yearôs event.  

We are giving this subject very special attention by 

combining a live 

session on Mela-

noma surgery on the 

Friday afternoon. 

For the first time 

everyone attending 

the society meeting 

will have the benefit 

of viewing live der-

matologic surgery 

rather than only 

those who choose 

this option.  

 

Join us at the Hilton Hotel in Cardiff for this unmissable 

meeting on Friday 28 th and Saturday 29 th November 

2008.  

 

For more details about the meeting, call Ruth Williams 

on +44 (0) 29 2074 5388 or email williamsrm@cf.ac.uk 
Dr Chris Bower (or is it Matt Damon?) 

Geppi and Iris - the unstoppable dermoscopy team! 

Dr Vindy Ghura 

Surgery for all in 2008! 

So long, farewell, auf weidersein, goodbye to Tony óThe Legendô Burns 


